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To. all thoſe of every denomination, who have 5 
been, or may be, rejected by their Brethren, 
for the belief of the glorious doctrine of the Re- 
ſtoration of ALL Things (of which God hath ſpoken | 
by the mouth of all his holy Prophets, fince the 
world began) and eſpecially to the Rey, Mr. Vidler, 
and the Baptiſt Church in Baitle, in Suſſex, the third 
edition of this Diſcourſe is humbly inſcribed, by 


: their friend and ſervant for the Lord's fake, 


Tur AUTHOR. 


pes ISAIAH. Ixvi. 5. | 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his 
word ; your brethren that hated you, and caſt you 
out for my name's ſake, ſaid, Let the Loxb be 
glorified, but HE ſhall appear to JOY joy, and "OP 
hall be aſhamed, 


= 


1 What Sortable words are theſe? words ſafe 
ficient to chear the hearts of the mourners, and to 
cauſe the Outcaſts to rejoice. Here is an ifivitation to 
thoſe who tremble at the word of the Lord; they are 
called to hearken to the chearing voice of their God, 
who promiſes to appear to their joy, and to the ſhame . 
of their brethren who caſt them out, under a pretence 
of glorifying God thereby, _ 
Let us, in the firſt Place, inquire into the characters „„ | 
of thoſe who are ſpoken to in the words of my text; they © ol 
are ſuch as tremble at the word of the Lord,” | 5 | 
We read in Ezra, x 3. of thoſe wks trembled at the 
commandment of God. Theſe are ſuch as believe the 
truth of God with their whole hearts, who feel the power 
of the ſame within their breaſts; who loathe themſelves | 
on the account of their iniquities, and live ſo under a 
ſenſe of the majeſty of God, that they are continually 
abaſed and humbled before him. Perſons of this charac- 
ter are very dear to God, as we find written in Pſalm 
xxxiv. 18. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of : 
broken heart; and ſaveth luch as be of a contrite ſ pirit ;” 
and in Pfalm li. 17. The ſacrifices of God are a broken 


Jour a broken and 2 contrite heart, O God; ns wilt 
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not deſpiſe and Pſalm cxxxviii. 6. Though the Lord 
be high, yet hath he relpeRt unto the lowly ; but the 
proud he knoweth afar off; and Pſalm cxlvii. 3. © He 
healeth the broken in heart, and bindetb up their 
wounds; and in the 57th chapter of this prophecy of 
Iſaiah, and the 15th verſe, we read, For thus ſaith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name 
is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the 
Tpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
trite ones;” and in the ſecond verſe of this chapter, we 
read, But to this man will I look (or have regard) 
even to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and 
that trembleth at my word.“ 
And how often doth our Saviour ſay, He that hum- 
bleth himſelf {hall be exalted !” Matt. xxiii. 12. Luke xiv. 
11. xXviii. 14. There is nothing ſo contrary to God as 
_ proud haughty ſpirit, but he delights in the humble, 
Let us, therefore, humble ourſelves under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt us in due time; yea, let 
us be cloathed with humility, for“ God reſiſtetH Nhe 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble, 1 Pet. v. 5, &c. 
Ihe nearer beings are to God, the more humble they 
are; and the farther from him, the prouder. A better 
Inſtance to prove this can hardly be found than that of 
Michael the archangel. Contending with the devil (or 
Lucifer) hediſputed about the body 'of Moles, yet does 
not bring a railing accuſation againſt him, but ſaid, 
1 The Lord rebuke thee !” Jude, ver. . But ſatan is ſaid 
{a 5 to be the“ Accuſer of the brethren, which accuſed them 
| N before God day and night, Rev. xii. 10. See Michael 
Li. = the nigheſt "ny: to God, and Lucifer the fartheſt ran 
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| „ | 
him; one filled with the profoundeſt humility, and the 


bother with the moſt daring pride and inſolence; Michael 
not daring to bring a railing accuſation againſt the devil 
' himſelf, yet the devil daring to accuſe the brethren day 


and night before God. Ihe difference is amazing, and 


is a proper looking-glaſs for us all. Pride is the image- 


of ſatan, humility the image of Chriſt, in which all be- 
ings ſtand that are conformed to him, in , as 
they are ſo. = 
Thoſe who tremble at the word of the Lord, may be 
deſcribed in the following manner: 8 
They feel the power of it in their Beams: | 
They believe every word of God is true, and ſhall 


have its accompliſhment : : 


They fear to deny with the mouth what they believe BE 


In the heart, even though the confeſſion of the ſame 


- ſhould expoſe them to the ſcorn and Ann of their Fae 
| acquaintance : $f 


They endeavour to be conformed, both in 1 temper 2 
and conduct, to the will of God made known to them; - 
and to obey God rather than men. 

I think theſe are the true marks of thoſe who tremble 


at the word of God. * are they who anſwer this . 
_ deſcription ! 


Having very briefly deſcribed thoſe to * the Lord 


ſpeaks, let us conſider what he ſaith, ** Your brethren tat 
| hated you, and caſt you out for my name's ſake, dc.“ 


We are aſſured in the ſacred pages, that reproach and 
perſecution muſt infallibly be every living chriſtian's lot; 
and the Saviour of mankind has pronounced a bleſſing 
to thoſe who meet therewith for his ſake, ſay ing, Bleff- 

ed are they which are perſecuted for righteouſneèſs fake, 
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| for dry is the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are e ye, 
when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall 


fay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake: _ 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward 


in heaven; for fo perſecuted they the prophets, which 


were before you,” Matt. v. 10, 11, 12,—** Bleſſed are ye, 
when men ſhall hate' you, and when they ſhall ſoparate 


you from their company, and ſhall reproach you, and 


caſt out your name as evil for the Son of man's ſake: | 


Rejoice 3 ve in that day, and leap for joy ; for behold 


Your reward is great in heaven; for in like manner did 


their fathers unto the prophets,” Luke vi. 22, 23. And 


Jeſus afſured his diſciples, that they muſt continually 
expect hatred, calumny, and perſecution, from the men 


of the world: ſome of his intimations of that kind I 
will repeat to you ; ** And ye ſhall be hated of all men 


for my name's lake,” Matt. x. 22. xxiv. 9. Mark xii. 13. 
Luke xxi. 17,—** It is enough for the diſciple, that he 
be as his maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord. If they 


Have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how 
much more ſhall they call them of his houſehold ?” Matt. 


x. 25+—** If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 


me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 


world would love his own; but becauſe ye are not of 
the world, but I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word 
that I ſaid unto you, The ſervant is not greater than. | 


his Lord. If they have perſecuted me, they will alſo 
perſecute you; it they have kept my ſayings, they wilt 


8 keep yours alſo. But all theſe things will they do unto 


you for my name's fake, becauſe they know not him 
that fent me,” John xv. 18, 19, 20, 21.—** Theſe things 


5 ; 1 have 
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1 have ſpoken unto you, that ye ſhouldi not be offended. 
They ſhall put you out of the ſynagogues ; yea, the 
time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will think that 
he doeth God ſervice. In the world ye ſhall have tribu- 


lation, John xvi.'t, 2, 35 5 


And the apoſtles of Chriſt experienced theſe thin 95, 


and taught all chriſtians to expect the ſame. St. Paul, 


after ſpeaking of his own trials (leaſt any ſhould think 
them peculiar to Paul and the apoſtles) adds,“ Yea, 
and all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall Tuffer 


perſecution,” 2 Tim. iii. 12. And St. Peter ſays, ** If 


ye be reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye: 


for the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you. On 
their part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified,” 1 Pet. iv. 14. 


And St. John obſerves, that 27 Cala WAS of that wick- 
ed one, and flew his brother ; and wherefore ſlew he 


him? (faith he) Becauſe his own works were evil, and 
his brother's righteous.” And then he adds, very per- 


Mnent)y, «© Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate 
you,” 1 John iii. 12, 13. What St. Paul ſaid concern- 


ing Iſhmael the mocker, remains ſtill as true as ever, 


But, as then he that was born after the fleſh, perſecuted | 
him that was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is now,” 


Gal. iv. 29. 


From the world we are taught to expect perſecution; 


but our text ſays, “ Your brethren that hated you, and 


caſt you out for my name's ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be 


Slorified. 5 


We have 8 ſomething of what the ſpouſe 
did; for ſhe ſays, My mother's children were angry 
with me,” Sol. ogy" i. 6. It has been the unhappy 

| ? 8 | caſe 


l 


- Miniſters ſhall preach, and 


caſe almoſt ever ſince chriſtianity has been known in the 
world, that its profeſſors have been exceedingly divided 
in their judgments; and not only ſo, but they have re- 
proached, reviled, cenſured, and perſecuted one another 


in the moſt dreadful manner, many times even to death; = 
and where they have not had that in their power, they 
have often ſhown, by their bitter words, hard ſpeeches, 


falſe accuſations, and malicious reproaches, what they 


would have done if they could. Strange as it may ſeem, 


the beſt profeſſion in the world has been abuſed, and 


made the occaſion of more war and bloodſhed in Chriſ- 


- tendom, for many centuries, than all other things put 


— 


together. 


One great cauſe of ſo inks unprofitable contention 
is, that truth has been divided, torn to pieces, and ſome- 


times even loſt in the debates raiſed about it : one party 


has had ſome truth, another has alſo had ſome, but each 
thinking they had the whole, have endeavoured to over- 


throw all that their antagoniſts held ; both have been 
_ dividing the living child of truth, under a notion that 


it was found no where but with them ; and thus each 


have oppoſed the truth in each other, under the notion 


of its being erroneous: On the contrary we ſay, that all 


denominations have it among them in part, and thoſe 
divided parts brought together, juſt Wake up that col- 


| Rien of truths gs we believe. 


1 have often doe | with aſtoniſhment, that two 
rove what they ſay from the 


ſcriptures, and neither of them ſhall be looked upon as 
holding damnable hereſy ; and yet we ſhall be looked 
upon as the mo of heretics by both of mm, and all 


„ 


1 


their people, for believing only what both of them put _ 
together have afſerted*. i 
One will ſay, God loves all his creatures without ex- 
5 ception; that he is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works: the other will maintain that all 
the objects of his love muſt finally come to the enjoy- 
ment of himſelf; and that his mercy endureth for ever, 
and cannot fail. We heartily believe both theſe teſti- 
monies. 
One will aſſert, that Chriſt died for all, taſted death | 
fFfor every one; the other, that Chriſt ſhall ſee of the tra- 
| _ vail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied, and that all for 
whom his blood was ſhed, ſhall be cleanſed thereby : . 
All this we ſtedfaſtly believe. | 
One will declare, that God willeth chat all ſhall be - 5 — 
80d. and come to the knowledge of the truth; the 8 = 
other, that whatever God willeth, muſt be accompliſhed n 
at laſt. | \ | 
None can ſay, with truth, that we ding: either of 5 
theſe aſſertions. | 
One will ſay, that God at firſt purpoſed all his c crea- | 
tures to praiſe and glorify his name to all eternity, and | 
to be happy in the enjoyment of himſelf: - the other „ 
will declare, that the purpoſes of God muſt ſtand ; tat 
with God there is no variablenels, nor ſhadow of turn- . 4 
ing: that he is of one mind, and that none can turn 


* I was in company once with two public ſpeakers; one of them ſaid, 
that he believed as much as he did his own exiſtence, that God loved all, 
and that Chriſt died for all, without exception; the other ſaid, that no- \ 
thing was more evident to him than this, viz. that Chriſt could not die in 
vain for any; that he muſt ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied; 
and that all for whom the Saviour died, muſt be finally made happy.— 
Now could each of theſe have believed thoſe truths which the other held 
as inconteſtible, they would have held things as we do immediately; for 
we believe firmly what both of them put together did; and therefore is 
it poſſible that we are heretics, for believing the foundation principles of. 
the whole chriſtian world? Leave . one to judge. 


him; 5 
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him; And hat his foul defireth, that he doth. We 


freely conſent to the truth of all this. 


One will fay, that God would fave all if he could, 
that bis will is good towards all ; the other will aſſert, 


that he is infinitely able to do all that he pleaſes, and 8 
that he could bring all to him if he would. 


And do we not as fully believe both theſe poſitions 
as we do our own exiſtence ? 


One will declare, that the blood * Jeſus Chriſt was 


freely ſhed for all ; the other, that his blood 1 18 infinite- 
ly ſufficient to cleanſe and purify all. This i is what 6 


believe. 


One will ſay, with the ſcripture, that all things are 
given to Chriſt ; the other, in conformity to the ſame 
facred writings, will maintain, that all that the Father 
giveth him {hall come to him; that he will give eternal 
life to as many as the Father has given him. This is our 


belief. We believe the truth of both thoſe poſitions. 
None will come to Chriſt but thoſe whom the Father 


—giveth him; and he hath given him all things without 
exception. Thus we ſee that our belief is in fact the 
belief of all the chriſtian world put together, and in- 
ſtead of tending to increaſe the divided churches, it tends 


to unite them all in one, as it . the truth, in a 
meaſure, amongſt all; and that as there is no church. 


wholly pure in all things, ſo none can be found but 
what has ſome true witneſſes for God therein; ſome to- 
kens of the divine preſence, and ſome glorious truths 
remain in every church under the ſun ; and this glorious | 
chain of truths, that we believe, bids fair; one day, to 

unite all together in one cloſe ſyſtem of benevolence. 


And it is my opinion, that the time 1s not very remote, 
when 


„ ] 
when « Zion's madman ſhall ſee e eve to eye; when we 
e ſhall not need to teach every man his neighbour, ſaying, 

| Know the Lord, for all hall know bim, from the leaſt te 
the greateſt, and ſerve him with one conſent.” 
But our belief, reſpecting the reſtoration of all tines. 


> Tk only founded upon the plaineſt letter of ſcripture, 5 


but is exactly according to the experience of every 
chriſtian: For let me aſk any who were ever made to 


experience the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts, 


by the Holy Ghoſt, theſe queſtions—Did you not at 


that time ſee and feel yourſelves the vileſt of ſinners, - 
even the moſt ſtubborn and rebellious of the human 
race? Did younot view the love of Gad infinitely all, 

free, unmerited, and undeſerved? Did you not behold 
in Chriſt an infinite fulneſs, ſufficiency, and willingneſs 
to ſave all? Did you not earneſtly long that all might 
come and partake of his grace? If you had had as much 
| power as good will, would you not have brought all to 
bow to the ſceptre of grace, and to be reconciled to 
their God through Jeſus Chriſt? Did you not feel a diſ- 
polition to pray for all men, that they might be ſaved ? 
To theſe queſtions, all new-born ſimple ſouls, who have 
ever taſted of love divine, would anſwer in the affirma- 
tive, with all their hearts, if they were not led aſide by 

ſome ſyſtem. | 

Nov, then, let me ſay; From 1 Fs theſe views. 
and defires come? Certainly from the ocean of all good- 

neſs. Can a ſmall drop be larger than the unfathom- 
ed abyſs of love? Have you more compaſſion to- 


_ wards your fellow-creatures, than their Creator, to whom 


they are all nearer than 1 are to their parents? 
| | | S=_ Would © 


2 89 


i : 15 J | | 5 | 
Would you bring all to ſubmit to God. kat be bappy⸗ | 


if you could? And will not he to whom not: aing (that 
he pleaſes to do) is impoſſible, bring all his creatures to 


be reconciled to himſelf? Has he ciugar us to love all, 


even our worſt enemies? And does be not love all him- 
ſelf? Has he taught us to pray forall, that they might be 
faved? And will he never hear nor anſwer thoſe prayers; 
put up in the name of Chriſt, agreeable to his will? Has 


he taught us to do good to all? and will he not much 
more do good to all? Has he taught us to be more per-. 


fect than himſelf? Has he provided ſo much for the 
bodies of all, and nothing for the ſouls of the moſt of 55 
his creatures? Will he ſuffer his gracious gs to be 


fruſtrated, and thereby loſe his labour? 
But above all, Will he ſuffer his words, his promiſes, | 
his oaths, to be made null, void, and of none effect? 


God forbid. God is not a man that he ſhould lie, 
neither the ſon of man that he ſhould repent. Hath he 


ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Or hath he ſpoken, and 


ſhall he not make it good?“ Num. xix. 23. And alſo 


the ſtrength (or eternity) of Iſrael, will not lie nor re- 
pent ; for he is not a man that he ſhould repent,” 1 Sam, 


Tor the gifts and calling of 2 are with- 


out repentance," Rom: xi. 29. 
Now if we attend to the plain letter of the bars. 


we ſhall find that God hath declared that he will make 


all things new; that he will gather together in Chriſt all 


wy things both in heaven and on earth; even in him who | 
having made peace, through the blood of his croſs, thall 
Have that great honour to reconcile all things to God, 


both which are in heaven and on earth; ; yea, he hath 
N TY ſworn 


In Ii 


| ſworn by himſelk, Nas to him every knee ſhall 1 
every tongue {hall ſwear. See Rev. xxi. 3. Eph. i. 10. 
Col. i. 20. Iſa. xlv. 23. Then when all things ſhall be 

made new, gathered together in Chriſt, reconciled to 
God, brought to bow the knee, and ſwear to him; ſhall” 
that glorious paſſage, Rev. v. 13. be fulfilled ; * And 
7; every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, 3 


that are in them, heard I ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, 


and glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.“ O what 
a glorious day will that be! The diſtant thought of 
which fills us with the greateſt joy and ſatisfaction. If 
6 there is joy in heaven over one {inner that repenteth,”. 
what unknown, what inconceivable joy ſhall there be 
when all that have ſinned againſt their great Creator, 
{hall repent/” acknowledge him to be wholly juſt, and 
themſelves intirely to blame, fall at his feet, and ſwear 
allegiance to their righteous Sovereign; never more to 
rebel againſt him to all eternity! O glorious period, 
when the cordage of all hearts ſhall be taken in hand by 
God himſelf, and tuned to his never: ceaſing g praiſe! 8 


But could we believe that fin and miſery ſhould en- 
dure to all eternity, that the bleſſed God, worthy of all 
praiſe, from all intelligencies, thould be hated by vaſt 
numbers of the beings he hath made capable of loving 
and ſerving him, and that to all endleſs ages, we ſhould 


be filled with the greateſt ſorrow imaginable! For now 


when we ſee poor miſerable wretches, under the power 
and government of ſatan, prophaning and blaſpheming 
the name of God, it fills our hearts with grief inexpreſ- 
 fible; how inconceivable would our diſtreſs then be, if 
, | | | we 


Fl 


we . be made to believe, that they muſt, to all end- 
leſs ages, continue in rage, blaſphemy, and deſpair! But 
glory to God in the higheſt, we believe that the wiſ- 
dom, power, and goodneſs of the ever-adorable JEHO- 
VAH {hall ſhine moſt gloriouſly in the intire deſtruc- 
tion of all evil, and total ſubjection, and complete re- 
ſtoration of all his creatures. We believe, and there- 
fore we ſpeak.” Great is our joy; though we are deſpiſed, 
rejected, and treated with contempt by many for the 
goſpel's ſake which we believe, yet we would not part 
with the ſatisfaction we find therein, for all the glories 

of the world, and the applauſe of all mankind. | 


Many fay, © What need have we to care about what: . 


becomes of others? if we are happy ourſelves, that is all 
that we need to ſeek after, or be concerned about. This 
language well enough becomes thoſe that have a reli gion” 


founded in ſelfiſhneſs, or thoſe who have narrow notions 


and ideas of God's love, ſuppoſing it to be confined to 
them and their party; but it is as oppoſite to the true 
| ſpirit of chriſtianity, and the language of thoſe who 
dwell in love, and dwell in God, as darkneſs is to 
light, evil to good, or ſatan to Chriſt. The Spirit of 
Jeſus teaches us to fulfil the royal law, © Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as. thyſelf.” Chriſtianity leads us 
to ſeek the ſalvation and happineſs of all; and certainly 
then to rejoice in the welfare of all; and he who is not 
willing that God ſhould bring all to love, praiſe, and 
enjoy him; nay, who would not be ready to wiſh, at leaſt, 
that the doctrine of the Reſtoration might be true, diſ- 
covers a temper very different from Chriſt, who died that 
finners might be reſtored ; and from Moſes, who begged | 
the Lord to pardon Iſrael's fins ; and if not, to blot him 
Pi : out 


1 * 


but of bis Win; - and from St. Paul, who could with him- 
ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for his brethren and kinſmen 
according tothe fleſh, See Exod. xxx11. 32. Rom. ix. 3. 
I ne nature of grace leads us to defire the happineſs of 
all our fellow-creatures ; this is known to all experienced 
chriſtians ; and I ſuppoſe that the; joy in heaven will con- 
tinue increaſing, as the divi ne work of the Reſtoration 
goes on, and will not come to its higheſt pitch, till every 
creature in the univerſe ſhall be brought willingly to 
_ ſubmit to Jeſus, and be made happy in his love. EY 
This is our belief, for which we have ſuffered reproach | 
and cenſure from our brethren ; for this we are called 
heretics, deceivers, deceived ones, kc. Yea, ſome of our 
brethren do not ſcruple to tell us, that we ſhall be 
damned if we live and die in the belief of the Reſtora- 
tion“. But they would do well to conſider what Chriſt 
ſays, Matt. vii. 1, 2. Luke vi. 37. Judge not, that ye 
be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
{ſhall be judged, and with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall 
be meaſured to you again. Judge not, and ye ſhall not 
be judged; condemn not, and ye ſhall not be con- 
demned.“ Paul ſays, Rom. xiv. 4, 10, 14. Who art 
| thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant? to his own 
maſter he ſtandeth or falleth; yea, he ſhall be holden 
up; for God is able to make him ſtand. But why doſt 
thou judge thy brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
thy brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt. Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more; but judge this rather, that no man put a ſtum- 


* This perhaps may ſtartle ſome, but it has been frequently aid; and 


a certain miniſter, who held none could be ſaved but. a certain elect num- on : 


ber, once ſaid to me (among other things of the like nature) theſe words, 


Ik you are one of God's elect, he Wil bring you off from theſe ſenti- 
ments before you die. 8. 
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bling Mack: or an occaſion bs fall, in his brother's way.“ 


And in 1 Cor. iv. 5. he ſays, Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, until the Lord come, who both will 


bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will 


make manifeſt the counſels of the hearts; and then ſhall 


every man have praiſe of God.” St. James ſpeaks to the 


fame purpoſe, ſaying, ** There is one Lawgiver, who is 
able to ſave and to deſtroy ; who art thou that judgeſt 


another?“ James iv. 12. We read, © He that believeth 


not ſhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 16. But where do we 
read that we ſhall be damned for believing ! The Re- 


ſtoration of all things, which God hath ſpoken by the 


mouth of all his holy prophets ſince the world began?“ 
Acts Mis 21. St. Paul ſays, Rom. x. 9. That if thou 


| ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhall 


believe in thy heart, that God hath raiſed him from the 


dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Now it is evident, that we 


confeſs Chriſt Jeſus with our mouths, and God knows 
that we believe in our hearts, that he was raiſed from 


the dead by the almighty power of God. We can freely 


ſubſcribe to the articles of the creeds uſed in the Pro- 


teſtant church. Where then is our belief defective? 
SBaurely we believe in God the Father, one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt, &c. But it is ſaid, that we 


ſhall be damned for believing too much. That is what 
we cannot believe, becauſe we receive nothing as matter 
of faith or practice but what we look upon to be plainly 


expreſſed in the very letter of the ſcripture. Our belief 
is according to the ideas we have of infinite wiſdom, 


power, and goodneſs united, and every way worthy of 


the God we adore. The very ſpirit of the whole bible 
holds * to our view the doctrine that we profels ; 


and | 


1 
3 even upon a ſuppoſition. that we are miſtaken, we 
cannot think that our God will caſt | us off, for NE | 
too grand and exalted ideas of his character, and the 
perfections of infinite wildom, power, and 1 of 
which he is poſſeſt. | 
It is ſaid that we bring i in \ damnable Ten a. The 
words damnable hereſiesꝰ occur but once in ſcripture, 
vi2. in 2 Pet. ii. 1. where we read thus, But there 
were falſe prophets alſo among the people, even as there 
hall be falſe teachers among you, who privily ſhall 
bring in damnable hereſies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bringing upon themſelves ſwift 
_ deſtruction.” . Surely this character cannot fairly be ap- 
plied to us; we truſt that we do not deny the Lord that 
bought us: ; but we may obſerve that the Lord bought 


even the perſons who denied him; which proves ſome- | 


thing very different from what the text is uſually brought 
for. The word“ Hereſies“ is mentioned 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
where it is expreſſed thus, For there muſt be al ſo here-. 
ſies, or ſes, among you, that they which are approved 
may be made manifeſt.” But nothing can be concluded 
from that paſſage againſt us, as hereſy ſeems to ſignify 
only a diviſion or ſe&; and if we are heretics for being 
divided from other churches, all Proteſtant churches are 
heretics for ſeparating from the church of Rome. And 
indeed it is come to this paſs in the world, that the 
church of Rome declares all damned that die out of the 
Pale of the ſame; and many Proteſtants declare that all 
are damned who die in it. Thus how ſhall unlearned 
people know what to believe, when the learned differ ſo | 
much? We ſay, That God is no reſpedter of perſons; 


but as in every nation, ſo in every denomination, he 


C F 
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that feareth God and work th 2iÞhteouſteſs, is decbpe- | 
ed before him.” Chriſt 15 [7 confined to any outward | 


6 church, but bath his precious ones r | 


The word“ Hereſi es“ is mentioned in Gil v. 20. 


joined with adultery, fornication, uncleanne(s, laſcivi- 


duſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, Hatred, variance, ſtrife, 
editions, envyings, murders, -drunkenneſs, revellings, 
and ſuch-like, which are the fruits of the fleſh : Hereſies 
are reckoned in the number, and are therefore a- kin to 
thoſe abominable vices; but farely no perfon that un- 
derſtands « our belief, can ſuppoſe that it has any con- 
nexion at all with that catalogue of fins; hut, on the 


| other hand, that it leads'to the ſtricteſt holinggs. 


St. Paul i in his epiſtle to Titus, chap. iii. ver. 10, It, 
fays, « A man that i is an” eretic, after the firſt and ſe- 
cond admonition, rejed,; owing that he that is ſuch, 
is ſubverted, and ſinneth, being cotidemned of himſelf.” 
It appears plain from theſe words, that a heretic is one 
who ſins in ſuch a manner, as not only to be known and 
rejected by others, but to beſſelf-condemned/; ü arid even 
then he was not to be rejectell till after the firſt arid ſe- 
cond admonitlon: But ye cah ſay (L believe) with truth, 


| that we are not Tetf-cordemnith for our principles ; our 


hearts do not condemn us, "for believing that he who 


has conquered our ſtubborn wills, will finally conquer, 


and bring into ſubjection to himſelf all his cteatures: 


yet we are rejected for this innocent belief. and łhat 
without one previous admonition, or _ Convigion 


laid before us, to prove that we are wrong. 

St. Paul in Acts xxiv. 14. "ſays, Rut chis 1 comes 

unto thee, that. after the way which they call hereſy, 

fo worlhipT tt the God of my * believing all things 
which 
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* As for the word hereſy, it has beem-ufed for ſp man different things, 
and · on ſo many occaſions, that nothing can be concluded againft any per- 
ſons on the account of their being called heretics for it dh known, 
that all kinds of opinions in matters of religion have been branded as 
hereſies; thofe _ —— 3 3 2 | 1 — them - 
ſelves orthodox, and eall thoſe whom they oppreſs and perſecute, heretics; 
and tt edge en that what is A led orthodoxy; initonie nation, 
is called hereſy, in another; and what Jug praiſed and extalled for truth in 
one age or generation, is condemned for error in the nex#+ yea; ſanieriaties 
in the ſame age, under; different. e A ment, BR 
party will L Have an a a n 5 other aszh ik | 
it is well known in the worlt}, that not only religieus, i i 
ſentiments, have been called hereſies; ONE a e en. e 
opinion of there being antipodts, of people Wͤainhäabiteg an ppofite 
t.of the earth from that where they dwelt, was jo ked upon abſurd, 
laſphemous, and heretical; yet we know-the truthi of it nom with cer- 
70e Sa was excommunicated by the Pope;s bull as an heretic, 
or daring to believe that there Was a weſtern eto China and fr 
the wild defign that he had of ſecking a new country, &c. but what a 


out by our brethren, f 


- 


toſs would it have been to mankind, if he and all others Had been (though 
fear of the curſes of the church) deterred from making diſcoveries? Ga- 
lileo, the famous improver of teleſcopes, becauſe he was convinced of the 
Copernican ſyſtem by the diſcoveries he made, was ſent for to Rome, as 
being a dangerous heretic, and was there obliged to rehbunce his belief 
of the ſun's being fixed in the heavens, and that the earth and planets 
performed their revolutions round it, & c. and upon his relapſing into his 
former errors again after his return home, he was ſent for the ſecond. 
time to Rome, and impriſoned in the e (it is a wonder that he 
was not burnt for his hereſy) and when releaſed from priſon, was ever af - 
ter wards conſined tu certain limits, as a very dangerous perſon; and forbid 
to propagate ſuch heretical notion s 3 | 


2. —— 
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| ſake of the Adar Saviour, and the teſtimony that we hold. 
We have ſearched the ſcriptures for ourſelves, and the 
belief of them that we have, has not been taught us by 5 


tradition, education, or the will of man; but, as we 
1 by the Spirit of the eme Gods” Since it has 
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as it is in on Joly! we have weile to rejoice in being s per. 
ſecuted for his kes. 98 

Is it not melancholy to think, that ditfetent ſentt- 
ments reſpecting religion ſhould cauſe hatred and per- 
ſecution? yet this we find to be thecaſe; and eſpecially 
. we ſee, that the doctrine that we hold, raiſes the enmi- 
ty of mankind more than any thing elſe; this, it is 
likely, i is becauſe it proclaims the intire deſtruction of 
ſatan's kingdom at laſt, What makes our trials the 
more grievous, is the fame conſideration that David had, 
an For it was not an enemy that reproached me, then 
could 1 have borne it; neither was it he that hated me, 
that did magnify himſelf againſt me, then l would have 
hid myſelf from him; but it was thou, a man, mine 
equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance: we took ſweet 
counſel together, and walked unto the houſe of God i in 
company, Pſalm lv. 12, 13, 14. 

Who could have thought that thoſe with hem we 
were united, ſhould ſo ſoon ſeparate us from their com- 
pany, ſince we were willing to allow every one liberty 

of thinking, and freedom of converſation, and had no 
deſire to break fellowſhip with any of them? But we 


2 It is a queſtion, whether if we had been guilty of any feanTatous | 
erimes, ſuch as lying, drunkenneſs. or any thing of the like nature, we had 
been caſt out as ſoon for thoſe, as we ave been for the belief of What 
appears to us to be the truth of, God. Are not ſome tolerated and even 


eſteemed in churches, who have been guilty of ſome of thoſe thin s, while 


* thoſe who have profeſſed the belief ol the reſtoration, bave not ad com- 


mon — en them ? e 
| | e may 


1 21 1 | 
may learn thereby. not to truſt in he amen profeſſions 
of friend{hip.. - 631653110 E |. 3 
It is ſaid, Jer. ix. 4. « Take 3 ye e every = ae Ee his 
neighbour, and truſt ye not in any brother; for every 
brother will utterly ſupplant, and every nei ighbour will 
walk with flanders.” And the prophet Micah ſpeaks i in 
much the ſame language, ſaying, ' The beſt, of them is 2s 
a brier; and the moſt upright is ſharper than a thorn. 
hedge: Truſt ye not in a friend; put ye not confidence 
in a guide; keep the doors of thy mouth from her that 
Heth 3 in thy boſom,” Mic. vii. 4. 5. 
This advice given by the Spirit of God i is les of 
attention in this day, as well as when it was firſt written®. 
I have conſidered the reaſons of our being hated and 
caſt out by our brethren, and have endeavoured to clear 
up the matter, and, let our ſentiments in a proper light, 
thereby to ſhow that WE are rejected for the Lord's fake, 


though their language is according to the text, Let 
the Lord be glorified; all is done for the glory. of God, 

the welfare of the church, and the good of the S 
municated ones, through abſolute neceſſity. And was 
there ever a perſecution i in Chriſtendom, but the Tame | 
pretenfions were made in favour . 


f But let us attend to the comforting . of the Lord. 
It is ſaid, in the concluſion of my text, * But he {hall 


a Had not the avthor vo Sees by ſome of his peculiar friends, ie | 
is not certain, whether to this day he had been confirmed in his prefent 
ſentiments, far leſs advanced them iu public; but in the freedom of con- 

verſation, happening to drop ſame words chat way, not thinking the 
 wouldever be mentiontd, be was preſently complained of to two minife 
ters, whom he deſired to keep the matter ſecret for the preſent, as he was 
not fully confirmed in it; but the affair getting abroad, he was obliged 
either to retract publicly as an error, What he was partly convinced of, 
or maintain and openly vindicate the ſame ;. this neceſſity brought him 
to cry to God for direction, and to ſearch the ſcriptures to find the truthy 
| by which means he was eſtabliſhed in the belief of the Reſtoration, Which 

he has ever fince confeſſed, and publicly Ts believing it to be 
kis . ſo to do as a winiſter of the goſp 
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appear to your joy, Aid they ſhall be aſlimetl. Bleſſed: : 


be God, he does not deſpiſe the outcaſts; he forſakes 


not thoſe who tremble at his word, even though they 5 


are tejected by their brethren:. God is never nearer at: 


hand to his children, than whets ade nes midſti : 
of the furnace of affliction. 5 


_ But he "Mall appear to your joy!" f &: my bestes 


have we not abundant eafon to believe that God will 


appear to out joy?” Has he not manikeſted himſelf e- 
ready to our héarts? Do we not feel His preſence with 
us? He has already diſcovered tb us more of the beauty 


of religion. than we formerly knew ; more of the nature 


and neceſſity of that Caving change, without which none 


can enter into the kingdom of heaven; theſe diſcoveries 
give us great comfort, and an earneſt deſire to be per- 
fectly conformed to that divine Being, who hath thus : 


; 4 it 


far appeared to out joy and ſatisfaRion. : 
Bleſſed be God, we truſt the time is at hand when the - 


"4 ord Eb, appear me abundantly to our joy, and cauſe 


his power to be known through the earth, when he will ”— 
build up Zion, and appear in his glory, and deſtroy An- ; 


tichriſt with the ſpirit of his mouth, and the brightneſs ; 
of his appearing, and ſpread the gloxious goſpel of his 
- univerſal love and power through the earth ; j and cauſe 


that bleſſed doctrine now ſo much deſpiſed, to be heard 


and received from pole to pole, and the whole world to 
ſubmit to the Saviour of mankind, who died to reſtore | 


all to God again. Will not thoſe then be aſhamed, 


who have hated us, and caſt us out for the belief of 


God's univerſal Joye, when the knowledge thereof HA 


; bea as univerbal as the Hght of the fun? 


„ a. 
W 
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Bat; Oh! when'Chriſtſhall appear to judge me 200d, 
What accqunt will they be able to give him of their con- 
duct towards us? He will then put: to ſilence the i ig- 
norant cavils ind Hard ſpeeches of men, who have ſet 
themſelves againſt tlſe truth. Will they be able tö ari- 
ſwer him when he {hall ſay, Who hath. required this 
at your hands?“ But God is good Afid juſt, and mA 
fore to him we ſhould refer the 11 of the matter. 


I.ſhall now cloſe t the Whole with an addreſs to you, 
: who have been hated and caſt ont by) your brethren for 
the glorious cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, and the profeſſi ion of 
his, goſpel of univerſal love, called 15 "dampable hereſy” 5 
by 1 Wane, ; 


id * ; PF 2£ US by \ * . 5 ny 1 5 K ; ? ? 
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. 10 ot 64-105; b 
"uh dear Brethren and 8 ers, © NY oO | 


5 vo have been highly Fivonrad” of the 
13 not only i in having g experienced, the truth in your 
hearts, but in being called to ſtand as witneſſes of, the 
everlaſting, univerſal, reſtoring love, and | power of our 
dear Saviour. You have already fi uffered 1 much from your 
brethren, and have been, rejected by them. Thanks to 
the providence of God, we live in a. country where we 
are allowed to worſhip according toour own conſciences, 


118 To M 1 


and none can hinder Us. ; 3 


But thoug oh we may not „ to meet with Re" 
ment, baniſhment;,,confiſcation of goods, or death, at 


preſent ; yet we may expect, as we have already experi- 
enced what the apoſtle Calls cruel mockings,” re- 


proaches, revilings, ſlanders, cenſures, and the abound- 
ing rage and perſecution of the tongue, which is fre- 
quently worſe to bear than death itſelf, as the experi- 
ence 2 many teſtifies ; and therefore it is called by St. 
| g | Paul 


[ 24 15 | 
Paul ““ cruel,” in a to all oder kinds of later 
ings. g * 
Arm yourſelves therefore 3 with a, 
meekneſs, univerſal benevolence, and unfeigned reſigna- 
tion to the will of God; and then you will not only be 
able to bear all that the rage and malice of men can caſt 
= upon you, with patience, but will be able to repay them 
all with loving | kindneſs, 
Vou muſt expect, that the Ee a of mankind will 
try his utmoſt to draw you off from the truth ; for he i is 
loath to have it known in the world, that he is a con- 
quered potentate, and that his kingdom muſt one day 
be intirely deſtroyed; and as he has for a long time kept 
the doctrine of the final reſtoration of all things hid 
and covered, ſo you may expect he will greatly rage 
| againſt it now it begins again to appear. But fear not, 
my brethren, the cauſe is God's, and not ours; let us 
commit ourſelves into his hands, who is able to keep 
us from falling, and to give us the victory over the 
powers of darkneſs, through the blood of the 8 and 
the word of our teſtimony, - 
Finally, as our religion calls us to the greateſt purity 
and holineſs imaginable, even to be cloathed with the 
image and nature of Chriſt, let us endeavour to enter 
into the ſpirit of the goſpel continually, that we may 
grow more and more into the likeneſs of the Saviour, 
that when he ſhall appear, we may rejoice in his coming, 
and not be aſhamed. | 4 


4 


© THE END. 


